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Communicate with Confidence 
Communicating with confidence means expressing yourself accurately, fluently, and appropriately. 

English in Action lessons throughout the Student Book present video clips which show students 

how to use target language in real-life settings. The video is available through Oxford Learn Online 

Practice, DVD, and on the iTools Classroom Presentation Software CD-ROM. 
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Online Practice powered by oxford learn� 
Speak Now Online Practice features over 100 engaging self-study activities to help 

you improve your speaking, pronunciation, and listening skills. 
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Maximize Speaking 
Every activity in every lesson includes a speaking task to ensure students maximize their opportunity to 

develop confident conversation skills. In each two-page lesson, students learn key Vocabulary, practice 

these new words and develop structured speaking skills through the Conversation activity, study new 

functional language in the Language Booster section, and then develop either Pronunciation or 

Listening skills in preparation for a communicative Speak with Confidence activity. 
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SPEAK with CONFIDENCE 

Through the Speak Now lessons, learners evaluate their progress through role-play situations 

inspired by the Can-Do statements of the Common European Framework (CEFR). 

• G,. I used to play hopscotch.
A Stud•nt A: Ask Student 8 to t•II )IOU two things he or sh• used to 

ffljoy doing as • child. Ask follow-up qu•stlons. 

Student 8: Ti!II Student A •bout two things )IOU ffl)O� when )IOU 

wett• child. 

a Now ch•nge roles. 

I can ask about childhood. I can reminisce about childhood. 
0 V'tfY well O I need mott practice. D I/ff'/ well D I nttd mott practice. 

Stt Long� Boosrer pagr 33. 
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• I'm an only child. 2 Pronunciation: Stressing important words 

• She's a born leader. 4 listening: Listen for personality types 

• We're both reliable. 6 Pronunciation: Stress shifts 

---

As I was saying ..• 8 Listening: Listen for interruptions 

• I'd like to check in. 12 Pronunciation: Linking sounds 

• Here are some rules. 14 listening: Listening for rules 

• There are some problems. 16 Pronunciation: Reduction of and

• That would be great. 18 Listening: Listen for offers 

• Do you know ••. 22 Pronunciation: Intonation when requesting information 

• Sorry. My mistake. 24 listening: Listen for solutions to mistakes 

• Can I please ..• ? 26 Pronunciation: Reduction of let me and give me 

• I'm broke. 28 listening: Listen for recommendations 

• I used to play hopscotch. 32 Pronunciation: Reducing used to and use to 

She said she was sorry. 34 listening: Listen for reported speech 

• I read an unusual story. 36 Pronunciation: Reduced vowel sounds 

• When did they release it? 38 listening: Listening for dates 
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Asking about family relationships 

Describing family relationships 

Asking about someone's personality type 

Describing someone's personality type 

Describing similarities between people 

Describing differences between people 

Interrupting politely 

Returning to a topic 

Checking into a hotel 

Saying what is allowed 

Saying what is not allowed 

Stating problems 

Addressing problems 

Offering help 

Accepting and declining help 

Asking indirect questions 

Pointing out mistakes politely 

Apologizing for mistakes 

Making appointments 

Confirming information 

Making recommendations 

Acknowledging recommendations 

Asking about childhood 

Reminiscing about childhood 

Reporting what someone said 

Talking about news 

Adding information 

Asking when things happened 

Stating when things happened 

English :n Action 
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Checking In 

{soNFIDENCE BOOSTER 

Talking about rules 

English in Action 

New York Adventures 

{sONFIDENCE BOOSTER 

Asking for reasons 

English in Action 

The Mystery 

{sONFIDENCE BOOSTER 

Talking about the past 

Talking about people 
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Addressing problems 

on vacation 

Making appointments and 

pointing out mistakes 
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Talking about the past 
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• You didn't know? 42 Pronunciation: Using intonation in reply questions 

• A good friend is loyal. 44 Listening: Listening for what is important 

• I could do that. 46 Listening: Listening for responses to suggestions 

• I wish I'd remembered. 48 Pronunciation: Unreleased consonants 

• I'd rather not say. 52 listening: Listen for qualifications 

• It could be an ad for ... 54 Pronunciation: Linking of same consonant sounds 

• The main reason is ... 56 Pronunciation: Linking with /w/ and /y/ 

• It needs a good location. 58 Listening: Listening for what's necessary 

You're expected to ... 62 Pronunciation: Thought groups 

What does it mean? 64 Listening: Listen for meanings 

What will happen if •.• ? 66 listening: Listen for superstitions 

It must have been ... 68 Pronunciation: Reduction of past modals 

• Cars will most likely fly. 72 listening: Listen for predictions 

• That's a really good idea! 74 Pronunciation: Emphatic stress 

• I'll pick you up. 76 Pronunciation: Stress in two-word verbs 

• What do you hope to do? 78 listening: Listen for goals 
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Reacting with reply questions 

Asking about what's important 
Describing what's important 

Commenting positively to suggestions 
Commenting negatively to suggestions 

Expressing regrets 
Offering solutions to problems 

Describing qualifications 
Avoiding answering 

Asking about probability and possibility 
Describing probability and possibility 

Describing trends 
Giving reasons 

Asking about what's necessary 
Describing what's necessary 

Describing what is expected 
Describing what is not expected 

Asking what something means 
Saying what something means 

Asking about consequences 
Describing consequences 

Speculating with more certainty 
Speculating with less certainty 

Making a probable prediction 
Making a definite prediction 

Adding emphasis 

Describing plans 
Making decisions and promises 

Asking about goals and wishes 
Discussing goals and wishes 
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• Asking about family relationships

• Describing family relationships

1 Vocabulary 
A Read about Alexa's family. Circle the words in the box that apply to her. 

Alexa has an older brother and a younger 

sister. She is not married, but Tom recently 

proposed to her. They plan to get married 

next year. 

single 

engaged 

divorced 

fiance/fiancee (fem.) 

• B PAIR WORK Tell your partner about your family relationships.

Example:

A: I'm an only child.

B: Not me. I'm a middle child. I have an older brother and a younger sister.

2 I Conversation 
co,@ A Listen. What is Isabel doing today? How many siblings does Isabel have? 

John: Are you waiting for someone? 

Isabel: Yeah, my brother. He's going to give me a ride home. We're 

having a party for my grandmother. It's her 80'h birthday. 

John: That's nice. Do you have a large family? 

Isabel: I guess. Besides my mom and dad, I have three older 

brothers and two sisters. 

John: Wow! You have a big family. 

Isabel: Do you have any siblings? 

John: No, I'm an only child. It gets lonely sometimes. 

Isabel: Really? Sometimes, I want to be alone! 

• B PAIR WORK Practice the conversation.

only child 

middle child 

firstborn 

spouse 

co, <:J) C Listen. Write the three extra sentences you hear in the conversation. Practice the new conversation. 



3 I Language Booster 
A Notice the different ways we ask about and describe family relationships. 

•'"1r 

Asking about family relationships 
,,, 

a large family? 
Do you have 

any siblings? 

Are you the firstborn? 

Who are your family members? 

Yes. I have three brothers and a sister. 

Yes. I have an older brother. 

No, I'm not. I'm the middle child. 

I have my grandparents, parents, 

and two siblings. 

• B PAIR WORK Take turns asking about and describing these people's families.

D 1s engaged. 

D has an older sister. 

Example: 

A: Is Rachel single? 

D is married with a daughter. 

D has a large extended family 

B: No, she is engaged. She has a fiance. 

D is a middle child. 

D has a fiancee. 

4 I Pronunciation Stressing important words

co, @ A Listen and practice. Notice how we stress the words that carry the most meaning in a sentence. 

1. I have an older brother. 2. Sandra has never been married.

co,� B Listen. Underline the stressed words. Then practice the sentences. 

1. Are you an only child? 2. Roger is the baby of the family.

ONLINE PRACTICE � 
., ., 

• A PAIR WORK Find out about each other's families. Ask the
questions below or think of your own questions. 

Do you have any brothers and sisters? How old are they? 

Would you like more siblings? If so, how many? 

Who are your parents' siblings? What are they like? 

What kind of family would you like co have someday? 

• B PAIR WORK Discuss the similarities and differences in
your families. 

3 
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• Asking about someone's
personality type

• Describing someone's
personality type

1 I Vocabulary 
A Complete the sentences. Match the types of people with the correct definitions. 

a. role model c. follower e. loner g. pessimist

b. problem solver d. born leader f. optimist h. know-it-all

1. An _i_ feels positively about the future. 5. A __ thinks he or she has all the answers.

2. A __ feels negatively about the future. 6. A __ prefers to be alone.

3. A __ tries to find solutions. 7. A __ follows the crowd.

4. A __ acts as an example to others. 8. A __ guides or directs others naturally.

• B PAIR WORK Tell your partner about people you know who fit the descriptions above.

Example:

A: My best friend is an optimist. She always thinks positively.

B: My dad is my role model.

2 I Conversation 
co1 � A Listen. Who do Andy and Kit think would be the best choice for student 

union president?What is Richard like? 

Andy: Who would be a good person for student union president? __ 

Kit: We need someone who has lots of good ideas. How about 

Amy? She's a born leader. People listen to her. 

Andy: And she's an optimist. I like that. __ 

Kit: There's also that new student-Richard. What do you think 

of him? __ 

Andy: Well, he's a lot of fun, but he's kind of a know-it-all. __ 

Kit: I guess you're right. Let's talk to Amy and see if she's interested . 

• B PAIR WORK Practice the conversation. Then find the best places to add
the sentences below to the conversation and practice it again .

........................................................................................... , .......................................................................................... ..

l 1. I don't think he'd be a good choice. 1 3. We need someone who is positive. [
':······························································ .. ,·························':···· .................................................................................... ; 

l 2. Do you have any ideas? 1 4. Would he make a good leader? \
� ................................................................ ,: .................................................................................... = 

STUDENT UNION 
PRESIDENT ELECTIONS 



3 I Language Booster 
A Notice how we talk about someone's personality type. 

How would you describe Richard? 

Amy is a born leader. She's someone who 
leads naturally. 

She is someone who people like to be around. 

Richard is an optimist. He's always positive. 
Richard is a guy that others see as a 
know-it-all. 

• 8 PAIR WORK Take turns describing the personality types of two people you know. Use the words and
definitions from the Vocabulary section or your own ideas. 

41 Listening 
co, @ A listen. Four people are describing themselves. Write the type of person they are in the first column. 

. [ • lTm'la'rl 

Maya 

Roberto 

Bernadette 

Young-ho 

co, @ 8 Listen again. What did they say that helped you with your answer? Complete the second column. 

• A PAIR WORK Interview your partner to find out If he or she is a
leader or a follower. Check (./) your partner's answers. 

1. Are you usually the first of your friends to try new things? 

2. Do you ignore what's trendy and buy the things you like?

3. Are you confident in your skills and talents?
���������-+-��--+��� 

4. Do you feel comfortable making difficult decisions?
���������-+���1--�� 

s. Do you get excited by new challenges?

• B PAIR WORK For every yes answer, add one point.
Then check and discuss your results. 

�LINE PRACTiCE �
.:-

2-4 points: You re
sometimes a leader
and sometimes a 

follower .
0-1 points. You prefer 
to follow the crowd. 

5 
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t I Vocabulary 

• Describing similarities
between people

• Describing differences
between people

A Look at the characteristics used to describe people. Mark P (positive) or 11,1 (negative). 

__ considerate __ flexible __ reliable 

__ forgiving __ moody __ responsible 

B PAIR WORK Describe your family members using the words above. 

Example: 

__ mature 

__ immature 

A: My younger sister is flexible. She needs to be more reliable and considerate. 

B: That sounds like my brother! He also needs to be more mature. 

21 Conversation 
co1 � A Listen. Keisha and Kelly are sisters. How are they similar? How are they different? 

Sara: It must be fun having a sister about the same age as you. 

Keisha: Well, sometimes it is. 

Sara: How similar are you and Kelly? 

Keisha: Well, we're both pretty reliable. But I think 

I'm more reliable than Kelly. 

Sara: Well, you are two years older. 

How are you different? 

Keisha: She's more flexible than me. 

Sara: What do you mean? 

Keisha: She's the type of person who just goes with things. 

And Kelly is also really forgiving. She lives by the 

motto, "Forgive and forget." 

B PAIR WORK Practice the conversation. 

co1@ C Listen. Write the three extra sentences you hear in the conversation. Practice the new conversation. 



3 I Language Booster 
A Notice the different ways we describe similarities and differences between people. 

We're both pretty reliable. 

Both of us are pretty flexible. She's flexible about things, but I'm not. 

She's more forgiving than me. I'm not as 

forgiving as she is. 

• B PAIR WORK Check(,,/) the true statements about yourself. Then discuss how you and your partner
are similar and different. 

__ I'm aITI a considerate person. 

__ I'm not a judgmental person. 

__ I often get moody when I'm stressed. 

__ I'm very mature for my age. 

4 I Pronunciation Stress shifts

co, C A Listen and practice. Notice how the stress shifts when these adjectives become nouns. 

l. flexible/flexibility 2. responsible/responsibility

co, G) B Listen. Mark the stress. Then practice saying the words. 

1. mature I maturity 3. sincere I sincerity

2. generous I generosity 4. reliable I reliability

5. forgiving I forgiveness

6. moody I moodiness

ONLINE PRACTICE �
� 

• A GROUP WORK Take turns describing similarities and differences between you and your family
members. Answer any questions. 

• B GROUP WORK Who do you think you
are most similar to in your 
group?Why? 

7 
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Lesson 1: Vocabulary 

Part 1 

Match the words on the left with their definitions on the right.
1. single -:-------_ A. A person who doesn't have any siblings
2. engaged B. A person who is not married 
3. divorced C. A person who is the oldest child in a family
4. fiance (m.) I fiancee (fem.) D. A person who was married but isn't any more

PEOPLE 

5. spouse E. A person who has an older brother and a younger sister
6. middle child F. A person who has promised to get married
7. firstborn G. The person you are married to
8. only child H. The person you are going to marry

Part2

Complete each conversation using the words and phrases in Part 1. In class, practice the conversations
with a partner.

,. 

Yumi: Hi, Matt. The other day I saw someone who looks a lot like you. Do you have a sister who is about
20 years old?

Matt: No. In fact, I don't have any brothers and sisters. I'm ------------------
2. 

Patricia: I heard you are getting married. Congratulations!
Dolores: Thanks. Now that I am------------------, there is so much to do to

plan the wedding.
3. 

Frank: I don't think I'll ever get married.
Anders: Really? You want to be--------- your whole life? Not me! I want to have a

________ ..., some kids, and a nice little house.
Frank: You're crazy!
4. 

Marco: Didn't you tell me you have a lot of brothers and sisters?
Paula: Yeah. I have three brothers and two sisters. I'm the oldest so I always help my mom.
Marco: Oh, so you're the ------------------· That must be fun but also a little hard.
Paula: Yeah, but I love my brothers and sisters. It's always crazy at my house, but always fun.



Lesson 1: Reading & Writing 

Part 1 

Read the blog post below. 

English Practice Pals 

09/28/2012 09:34 dinorainDC@getmail.com 

Hi, 

I'm looking for someone to practice Japanese with. I can teach you English. I live 
in Washington, D.C. My family is originally from Brazil, but I was born in the United 
States. My family lives here too. I am the first-born. I have two younger brothers 
who are still in high school. I want to learn Japanese because I am moving to 
Tokyo in January. I recently got engaged. My fiance has a new job. He has to move 
to Tokyo for one year. He works for an electronics company and they have an 
office there. Our wedding is in one month. 

I'm very excited, but I'm also nervous. I have never been to Asia. I have never been 
married before. I will feel more confident when I can speak some Japanese. I want 
to learn about the culture too. 

If you're interested in practicing English as you teach me some Japanese, please 
send me a message. 

Dinora 

Mark the statements T {true) or F (false). 

I. Dinora was born in Brazil.

___ 2. She lives in Washington, D.C. 

3. She is the oldest child in her family.

4. She has two brothers.

5. Dinora's husband is in Japan.

6. She is going to move to Japan in January.

7. She's never been to Japan before.

PAIR WORK Discuss the questions. 

PEOPLE 

I. Do you think this is a good way to find someone to practice a language with? Why or why not?

2. What information is good to include in this kind of post?

Part2 

Write a post to introduce yourself to a student in another country. Use the blog post as a model. 

Part3 

Exchange your post with a classmate. How are they the same or different? 



Lesson 2: Vocabulary PEOPLE 

Part 1 

Are these words positive, negative, or both? Write them in the diagram. In class, talk about your ideas 
with a partner. 

a role model a follower a loner a pessimist a know-it-all an optimist 

a born leader a problem solver 

Positive Negative 

Part2 

Complete the sentences with ideas from Part 1 and your own ideas. Make sentences that are true for 
you. In class, take turns reading your sentences with a partner. 

l. -------- is a born leader.

2. A--------------------------- should also be--------

3. I'm a _______________________________________ _

4. I don't really like people who are-----------------------------

5. -------- is an optimist, but -------- is a pessimist.

6. A good role model must--------------------------------

7. A problem solver-----------------------------------

8. -------- should be class president. He/She is a(n) ------------------

9. Followers are often--------

0 



Lesson 2: Reading & Writing 

Part 1 

Read the article below. 

Student Union President Elections 

On Monday, students will vote for Student Union President. Voting 
will take place in the Student Union between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. The 
results will be posted here the same evening. 

Six candidates are running for Student Union President: Alan 
Walker, Dalia Ramiro, Maria Cabral, Hanaa Nasser, Robert Graham, 
and Ji-Won Kim. 

As the editors of the school newspaper, we support Maria Cabral for 
president. She is a born leader and problem solver. When she was 
head of the campus tour guides, Cabral recorded the tour so visitors 
could go independently. She also pushed the school to make the 
paths easier for visitors in wheelchairs. Cabral has many good ideas 
for the Student Union. She works well with other people, so she can 
get things done. The school needs a leader and an optimist to develop school spirit. 

The Student Union will have free coffee and cookies available during voting hours. 

Complete the sentences with words from the article. 

1. Students will vote for Student Union President on ________ 

2. Students can vote between and 5 p.m. 

3. There are candidates for president. 

4. The of the school newspaper support 

5. They think she is a and 

6. Cabral used to be

PEOPLE 

7. There will be free and -------- in the Student Union during voting hours. 

PAIR WORK Discuss the questions. 

1. What qualities do you think make a good student president?

2. When have you had a leadership role in the past?

Part2 

People often need written recommendations for jobs or other positions. Write a recommendation for 
someone you know. Use the third paragraph above as a model. 

Part3 

Exchange your recommendations with a classmate. Did you mention any similar qualities? Are the 
recommendations persuasive? 



Lesson 3: Vocabulary PEOPLE 

Part 1 

Unscramble the characteristics of people. 

1. doyom 5. -------- belxefil

2. ilbaelre 6. --------- teamumir

3. iedosnrecta 7. --------- ivggriofn

4. taerum 8. --------- eresbilnops

Part2 

Use the words from Part 1 to complete each sentence. In class, take turns reading the sentences with 
a partner. 

I. Whenever you have a problem, your uncle is always there for you. He is very---------

2. Even though he is only 18 years old, he is in his third year at university. He is very _________ for

his age.

3. You like to change your plans a lot, but luckily your friend is--------- and doesn't get upset.

4. When your brother does something wrong, your mother doesn't stay angry very long. She is

5. Movie stars who are angry one minute but kind the next become famous because they are

6. She's 20 years old, but she acts like she is 15. She's--------

7. People know you will take care of things in your classroom. They think you are---------

8. Your friend always thinks about other people and how they feel. She is _______ _

Part3 

Use the words from Part 1 to write the opposites. 

I. irresponsible---------

2. immature---------

3. unforgiving ________ _

In class, use the opposites with a partner. 

4. inflexible ________ _

5. inconsiderate ---------

6. unreliable- --------

A: My sister is a little irresponsible. Yesterday, she didn't call to tell my mom that she would be late for 

dinner. My mom was worried. 

B: So your sister needs to be more ---------

A: Yeah. 

0 



Lesson 3: Reading & Writing 

Part 1 

Read the letters below. 

Family drama 

Dear Dr. Drama, 

I'm getting married next month and I have 
a problem. My brother and I do not get 
along. In fact, we haven't spoken in months. 
He is older than I am, but he is moody 
and immature. He is mad at me because 
of something very small. I borrowed his 
car one night to go out with some friends. 
I went a little too fast and we had a little 
accident. I hit a tree, and there was a small 
dent in the front and a flat tire, but that is 
easy to fix. You could still see through the 
crack in the windshield. Anyway, I think he 
should be more flexible and forgiving. Now, 
should I invite him to the wedding? 

Bummed Brother 

Answer the questions. 

1. Who is Bummed having a problem with?

2. What is happening next month?

3. Is his brother older or younger?

4. Why did Bummed have an accident?

5. What happened to the car?

6. What does Dr. Drama tell Bummed to do?

PAIR WORK Discuss the questions. 

Dear Bummed, 

It sounds like you are the one who is 
immature. You crashed your brother's car! 
He has a right to be mad at you. Have you 
made a sincere apology? Did you offer to 
pay for the repairs? I think you need to be 
more responsible. Apologize, and invite him 
to the wedding. 

Dr. Drama 

1. Who do you agree with more, Bummed or his brother? Why?

2. What do you think of Dr. Drama's advice?

Part2 

PEOPLE 

Write a letter to Dr. Drama asking for advice. Describe a real or imaginary problem you are having or 
had in the past with someone in your family. 

Part3 

Exchange letters with a classmate. Write a response. 



• Review vocabulary from the udent Book

• Extend speaking practice out'Side of class

• Build language skills with reading and writing activities

• Enhance accuracy with grammar practice

• Expand listening skills with additional video activities


